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May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Romans 15:13 
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A	Note	from	the	Pastor	…	I have confessed this before: sometimes, I go to my Merriam-Webster or Oxford dictionaries to look up a common, every-day word.  This time, it’s the word, “hope.” to cherish a desire with anticipation:  to want something to happen or be true (m-w); a feeling of expectation and desire (oxford) I expect that you, like me, are in a state of expectation and anticipation; for the pandemic to end, for the economy’s improvement, for children to be able to go to school safely, to gather in worship and fellowship, and so many more things. The Bible states that hope has as its foundation faith in God. The word hope in English often conveys doubt, “I hope it will not rain tomorrow.” And often, the word hope is followed by the word so. For example, the answer that some may give when asked if they think that they will go to heaven when they die. They re-spond, “I hope so.” However, doubt is not the meaning of the words usually trans-lated as “hope” in the Bible.  Scripturally, hope has the meaning of con idence, se-curity, and being without care. Often in scripture we are commanded to be not afraid and yet, fear and doubt do creep in because we are human.  But unlike those whose faith is not in Christ; we have a sure foundation and source of our expectations.  It is in Christ alone that we have life from the very beginning until the end of all time.  I ind it comforting to know that God who has seen generations through life is still guiding, healing, teaching, comforting, and loving us today. For God alone my soul waits in silence, for my hope is from him.  He alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be shaken. ~ Psalm 62:5-6 With Hope, Peace & Love,   Pastor Elizabeth 
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F 	U 	M 	P 	
F 	U 	M 	P : is collecting jelly and canned fruit to donate to Thrive through the end of February.  Did you know that jelly and canned fruit are the least donated items?  We cannot imagine a child with no J on their PB!  Please bring your donation to the preschool on Monday, Wednesday or Friday, or call Kim at (757) 344-5092 to arrange pickup. 
F 	U 	M 	P : will be closed for Winter break February 12 through February 16, 2021. 

Return to In-Person Worship 
 
The Healthy Church Team met and made decision to hold off resuming 
in-person worship.  The team will meet again on Tuesday, February 16th 
to discuss and consider how our area is fairing with COVID cases; any 
changes to the Governor or Bishop’s plans for Virginia; and, as always 
what is best for our community.  I encourage you to be in prayer with 
the team as we make difficult decisions about worship. 
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Lent is early this year, beginning on Wednesday, 
February 17th.  While we may not be marking the 
weeks as we have done, allow me to invite    you, 
in the name of the Lord, to observe a holy Lent, by 
self-examination, penitence, prayer, fasting, and 
almsgiving; and by reading and meditating on the 
Word of God. 

 

Marked by Ashes 

Ruler of the Night, Guarantor of the day 

This day — a gift from you. 

This day — like none other you have ever given, or we have ever received. 

This Wednesday dazzles us with gift and newness and possibility. 

This Wednesday burdens us with the tasks of the day, for we are already halfway home; 
halfway back to committees and memos, halfway back to calls and appointments, halfway 
on to next Sunday, halfway back, half frazzled, half expectant, half turned toward you, half 
rather not. 

This Wednesday is a long way from Ash Wednesday, but all our Wednesdays are marked by 
ashes — we begin this day with that taste of ash in our mouth: of failed hope and broken 
promises, of forgotten children and frightened women, we ourselves are ashes to ashes, 
dust to dust; we can taste our mortality as we roll the ash around on our tongues. 

We are able to ponder our ashness with some confidence, only because our every Wednes-
day of ashes anticipates your Easter victory over that dry, flaky taste of death. 

On this Wednesday, we submit our ashen way to you — you Easter parade of newness.  Be-
fore the sun sets, take our Wednesday and Easter us, Easter us to joy and energy and cour-
age and freedom; Easter us that we may be fearless for your truth.  Come here and Easter 
our Wednesday with mercy and justice and peace and generosity. 

We pray as we wait for the Risen One who comes soon. 

~ Walter Brueggemann (b. 1933) 
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February Birthdays 
2/1 Mary Barker  2/2 Charlotte Kilgore-James 
2/4 Royden Daniels 2/6 Sandra Forbes 2/7 Brent Bates 
2/7 Mike Webster  2/8 Mary Beth Dunlap 2/8 Susan Foltz 
2/9 Scott Layman  2/10 Lindsey Cook  2/10 Marshall Cross 
2/10 Kathy Hubbard 2/10 Billie Way  2/11 Bill Briggs 
2/1 Pat Robinson  2/19 Dave Williamson 2/21 Cal Gunter 
2/21 John Talbert  2/21 Gavin Talbert  2/21  Bud Vincent 
2/22 Roy Dunkum  2/22 Stephanie Shields 2/23 Lucile Epes 
2/23 Andy Preston  2/24 Cindy Marstellar 2/24 Gary Dunkum 
2/27 Polly Clodfelter 2/28 Jerry Campbell 
2/28 Martha Hatchell 2/29 Bob Walker Jr. 

February  Anniversaries 
2/9 Edward & Virginia Germain 2/11 Liz Campbell 
2/12 Marty & Jean Richardson 2/14 Lorraine & David Holland 
2/14 Ed & Jean Lyon  2/19 David & Linda Dellinger 
2/24 Cynthia Barnes  2/25 Judy & John Wainwright 
2/26 Gene & Brenda Garriss 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
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A quick update on the Preschool Trex Recycling program.  Did you 
realize that we have collected 1000 pounds of plastic?  That’s 1000 
pounds of plastic not in our landfills!  We are partnering with our 
neighboring churches and the Hilton Community Garden to collect 
enough plastics to acquire benches. 

We can earn a bench by submitting 500 pounds in a six month 
period. So you can only earn 2 benches a year, but the preschool 
collects plastic all year.  We started collecting about a 1 ½ years 
ago and have received 2 benches.  They will be installed in the 
Hilton Community Garden in the spring. 

The preschool is collecting flexible plastics which includes (but is 
not limited to) grocery bags, bread bags, saran wrap, produce 
bags, Ziplock bags, newspaper bags, plastic overwrap, bubble 
wrap, cereal box liners, dry cleaning bags , etc.  All plastic must be 
clean and dry. 

We accept plastic at the preschool or call Kim (757) 344-5072, to 
arrange a pick up. 

Please help us keep this plastic out of the landfill. 

FUMP TREX RECYCLING PROGRAM 
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Beloved, as you know some members of our Church Family passed away during the month of January, entering into eter-nal peace.  We continue to pray with all who grieve, trusting the words of Jesus: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.  You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am coming to you.’”  ~ John 14:27-28. If you would like to express your condolences, cards / notes may be sent to the ad-dresses following their names. 
Clarence	Lee	Clodfelter	Polly W. Clodfelter at The Chesapeake 955 Harpersville Rd ~ Apt. 2029, Newport News, VA  23601 
Katie	Elizabeth	Harper	Beth Parisher 938 Harpersville Rd., Newport News, VA  23601 
Richard	“Dick”	Kintigh,	and	Melissa	Kintigh	David Kintigh 17 Oxford Road, Newport News, VA  23606 
Marty	Richardson	Jean Richardson 302 Paulette Drive, Newport News, VA  23608 Barbara Yost also lost her brother, David. 574 Crown Point Drive, Newport News, VA  23602 May the sustaining love of our Savior will surround you and bring comfort and peace during this dif icult time. 
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Gifts	to	the	Foundation	Thank you for all the generous gifts to the Capital Fund and Friends Campaign over the past few months.  We are able to reach out to so many people with your sup-port and prayers.  Gifts given to the Glory of God by: Cathy and John Price     Susan and Doug Foltz Lisa and Ken Coleman, Jr.    Sibyl French Shelby Knoble     Madonna Brink Agnes Brabrand     Yvonne and Horace Edwards Mary Matthews Garrett    Joanne Bates Shirley and Richard Smith    Tony Auby, Sr. Lyn and Conway Smith    Deborah Ezzell Beth Parisher      Miriam Sandstrom Mary and Lawrence Barker    Anne Creasy Florence and George Kingston   Linda and David Dellinger Mahla Swinford     Sally and Robert Walker Mallory and Richard Joyce    Susanne Daley Lilliam Harwood     Thomas Walters Betty and Glenn Miller    Barbara Poplin Jonathan Smith     Linda and Charles Bump Anonymous in memory of Norman Shields Sr. Martha and Jerry Dodson in memory of Ruth Varn and in honor of Linda and David Dellinger. Nancy and Bud Vincent in memory of Frances Hooker. 
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TEAR	THIS	PAGE	OFF	AND	KEEP	IT	IN	A	VISIBLE	LOCATION	First UMC Health Acknowledgement Name:      Telephone: Email:      Date:  I acknowledge: 1. I have not had 2 or more of the following symptoms of COVID-19 in the past 14 days: 
Fever   • Shortness of breath or dif iculty breathing  
Chills   • Persistent cough  • Muscle pain 
Flu-like symptoms • Diarrhea or intestinal upset 
Fatigue   • Sore throat 
Headache  • Recent loss of taste or smell 2. I have not been in contact with anyone experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 (identi ied above) in the past 14 days. 3. I have not tested positive for COVID-19, nor am I awaiting test results, nor have I tested positive and have not subsequently had complete resolution of COVID19 symptoms. 4. I will immediately notify my pastor if after attending In-Person Worship if I de-velop 2 or more symptoms of COVID-19, will avoid contact with others and will seek medical attention. I can answer ‘YES’ to all of the above questions.  YES     NO If you cannot answer ‘YES’ to all of the above, we ask you to wait before attending any in-person gatherings at church until you can answer af irmatively. 
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“The Saint Thomas Class and the Good News Class combined efforts to support a family of 8 children for Christmas. Everything was deliv-ered just prior to the big day and was very well-received! Thanks to all who helped show Christian love outside the church walls, even in the midst of a pandemic!” Doug Lutz 
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Have you been in touch?  Cards, notes and letters are encouraging . Are you able to visit by telephone?  What a difference 15 minutes would make by calling to check in on your brother or sister in Christ! Are you able to deliver a special meal or treat?  Do you cook or bake?  If you know that any of our HomeBound Members are able to have a treat, or receive a special meal—what a blessing you could be! 

First Church’s HomeBound Members 
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The Rev. Elizabeth A. Lutz, Pastor 
Kim Webster, Pre-School Director 

Joan Bonnett, Business Administrator  
Thom Robertson, Director of Music Ministries 

Debbie Wolff, Administrative Assistant 
Kaylee Correll, Nursery Director 

Rick Clifton, Custodian 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Office:  (757) 595-0383 
10246 Warwick Boulevard, Newport News, Virginia  23601 

Website:  www.firstumcnewportnews.com 

Pastor Elizabeth:  pastor@firstumcnewportnews.com 
Pastor’s phone:  (cell) 757/335-2649  (home) 757/595-5630 

 


