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Psalm 23 

A psalm of David. 

1 The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet 
waters, 

3 he refreshes my soul.  He guides me along the right paths for his 
name’s sake. 

4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for 
you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.  You 
anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

6 Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

~ New International Version 

A note from the Pastor: 

As I have done many times before I find myself returning to the Psalter.  
It is as though these words give a voice to our own thoughts, feelings, 
circumstances.  And in these words, I find God and His comforting 
presence.  It’s not just the 23rd Psalm, it’s all the poetic, musical words. 

Many years ago, I was facing surgery and during this time I was unable 
to pray the Psalter as I usually did, spoken out loud.  I asked my Dad to 
be my “voice” and pray these texts aloud until I could do so again 
myself.  There was incredible peace in this.   

Now, I speak the words of my Father aloud and hear the echo of God’s 
love within me.  This seems incredibly important right now with the 
world in such chaos. 
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Dear First Church Family 

All of the information you’re seeing in the June Tower is the most accurate infor‐
mation we have at this day and time, and is subject to change.  As you know, we 
have cancelled our worship services and church activities through August 2, 2020. 

Newly received information regarding re‐opening from the Bishop is included in 
this month’s Tower (pg 8), along with a news article that will be helpful to read (pg 
4).  Please be patient as we adjust to our ‘new normal’.  We are all anxious to be 
together for worship and other church activities.  But we will hold all this loosely 
knowing that it may be some time before we can safely gather.  Be well! 

Please see the church’s website and Facebook page for continued updates.  Addi‐
tionally, e‐mails are sent with updated information at least weekly.  It is my hope 
that we will be together again soon.  May God bless and keep us all! 

These particular words of David are a loving reminder that no matter 
what circumstances we find ourselves in, God is our guide, our way, our 
comfort, our peace, our sanctuary. 

I encourage you to look back to these words and ponder & pray: 

What is it you (we) lack? 
How is God refreshing your soul? 

What paths might God have set your feet upon? 
If God is with you (us) do we really have anything to fear? 

Has God ever truly left us without a home? 

Grace, Peace & Love! 

 

 

Pastor Elizabeth 
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       Charlotte faith leaders on reopening: ‘Just because we can doesn’t mean we should.’ The Charlotte Observer; By Théoden Janes May 17, 2020 03:37 pm, Updated May 18, 2020 08:17 am Worshipers across the state of North Carolina have been granted progressively more freedom to attend religious gatherings over the past couple of weeks, irst thanks to Phase One of the state’s COVID-19 reopening plan and this weekend courtesy of a federal judge’s order. But more than 75 Charlotte-area clergy members and faith leaders have joined to-gether to deliver a message regarding getting back to the business of worshiping together in large groups again: Not so fast. “We will approach the complicated process of regathering in our temples, mosques, sanctuaries and meeting halls with abundant caution and intention,” said the state-ment, which was addressed to “Our Communities and Neighbors.” “Respectfully, these decisions may not align with the guidelines offered by govern-ment of icials. We share the belief that all people are created in the image of God. It is the health, safety, and well-being of our communities and neighbors that moti-
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vate us towards making decisions that will care for and protect one another.” The statement, released Friday morning, was signed by leaders of some of the city’s largest religious institutions, including Claude Alexander, senior pastor at The Park Church; Joe Clifford, senior pastor at Myers Park Presbyterian; and James Howell, senior pastor at Myers Park United Methodist Church. The effort was spearheaded by Rev. Lori Archer Raible of Selwyn Avenue Presby-terian Church and Rabbi Asher Knight of Temple Beth El. The goal? To get congregants to understand that how and when they reopen will be based on factors that are independent of political in luence — and why they be-lieve that’s the wisest course of action. “It’s not a partisan statement,” Raible said. “It’s not a political statement. It’s a statement about our concern for the well-being of our community.” “There’s a push towards the possibility of reopening,” Knight added. “But just be-cause we can return doesn’t mean that we all should.” Furthermore, he said, “reopening is not going to be as simple just switching on a light. The better analogy is a dimmer switch. That is, we’ll initially prepare the building for opening and for staf ing, and then individual functions, and then individual scheduled meetings with the clergy, and then — maybe at a time we have all of our systems right — to be able to have worship and other op-portunities. “We have to do this in a way that is careful and safe and respectful.” CHURCH REOPENING IN NC Under a stay-at-home order issued in March, North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper pro-hibited large gatherings, including at churches. Statewide, faith leaders transi-tioned to online services and drive-in options. That order also restricted certain businesses deemed non-essential. Under Phase One of the state’s reopening plan (which went into effect May 8), Cooper removed designations between essential and non-essential businesses and 



6 

said worship services of more than 10 people were allowed outdoors, so long as socially distancing was practiced. Indoor services were allowed, under the state’s rules, only if outdoor service was “impossible.” There was some inconsistency over the interpretation of those guidelines, and there was more brewing around the coming Phase Two plan, which said it would make allowances for “gathering at places such as houses of worship ... at a reduced capacity.” (In Phase Three, more churches are likely to hold in-person worship ser-vices.) But on Saturday, the News & Observer reported that a federal judge’s order allows religious leaders statewide to open to their congregations, in spite of the gover-nor’s restrictions. According to the report, the judge’s order prevents Cooper from taking enforcement actions against religious worshipers, but also states they should observe recommendations for social distancing and reduce transmission of the coronavirus when possible. A group of religious leaders had sued Cooper, say-ing his reopening plan infringed upon religious freedoms and granted permissions for gatherings in retail stores but not churches. Cooper said he would not appeal the ruling. Meanwhile, the statement signed by Knight, Raible and 75 others clearly warns that the dangers are substantial. “Lest we forget, faith communities who sang together, shared meals, and stood shoulder to shoulder were initially hit hardest by the virus,” they wrote. “Regathering prematurely risks the spike of infection.” Signatures were collected last week, Raible said. (Incidentally, the list closed just hours after a group of about 200 people on the opposite end of the spec-trum demonstrated on the lawn of the Legislative Building in downtown Raleigh, demanding to be permitted to hold traditional worship services indoors.) And while the group stands together in their message — and although Raible said that “collectively, we have better wisdom” — decisions on when and how each in-dividual institution will reopen could be wildly different. 
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“Depending on your church and your particular context,” she said, “you’re going to have to make these decisions based on them,” whether that’s size, budget, location, amenities, technological capabilities, et cetera. Knight acknowledged that some of the decisions they will eventually face will be extraordinarily complicated and could have far-reaching rami ications. “It’s not going to feel good if the only people who are able to come to services are those who have antibodies,” he said. “And it’s not going to feel good if the only peo-ple who can come to services are those who are not in vulnerable populations, or caring for those who are vulnerable. So there’s a lot to consider. ... “Reality will dictate the timeline. The phases are going to be set not just by some edict from a government of icial, but the phases are going to be set by how the virus responds to our behaviors and the impact that it will have on our health care sys-tem. And any timeline that we set out for any of our institutions by virtue of that is going to have to be lexible. The conversation has to be more nuanced than ‘We gather, or we don’t gather.’” 
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Beloved, 

As the Church we remain under the authority of our Bishop, and the Governor 
of Virginia.  It was difficult, and yes, painful to close the church doors for wor‐
ship, fellowship, and study.  It will be increasingly more difficult to make the 
necessary decisions and changes to re‐open our facility.  As the weeks have 
gone by it has become more and more evident that we should not return to 
our activities until it is safe for ALL of us to do so. 

By the Bishop’s direction, I am forming a Healthy Church Team (HCT).  This 
team will be responsible for the necessary preparations to resume activities 
at our facility.  I use the word facility intentionally – the church is the body of 
Christ not a building! 

Know that this may take some time. 

Currently we are not able to allow any use of the building. 

I will continue to tape a weekly message and post to both Facebook and the 
church website.  We will continue to send the weekly order of service via 
email & snail mail.  Weekly communication with the congregation will also 
continue. 

In the meanwhile, please send to me your joys, concerns, and prayers that I 
may share them with the rest of the congregation. 

For now, we will continue as we have done these past weeks. 

May the Blessing of God Almighty rest upon each of you! 

Elizabeth 

First United Methodist Church RE-OPENING 
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From the Bishop: 
For some time, we will be living with the impact of Covid‐19. Therefore, we 
are planning to resume in‐person worship gradually and with great care. 
‐The Bishop’s Back to In‐Person Worship Workgroup of the Virginia Confer‐
ence, May 13, 2020. 

 

Further information about the Bishop’s plan 
may be found on the Virginia Conference website: 

vaumc.org / return 
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First United Methodist Preschool 
 

Even though we have not been in the building for several months, the pre-school has managed to ind a new way to connect with our children and fam-ilies.  We have texted, talked, Facebook, mailed art packets out and even held several “drive-bys.” One of the big projects the preschool took on during the spring was to get involved with the Hilton Community Garden.  We got the plot as a learning tool for the children. Throughout the year the children had enjoyed planting in their classrooms, so this made for a perfect opportuni-ty to expand on.  Since the garden did not open until the end of April the staff decided we could still get fami-lies involved.  We had the children vote on what they would like to see grow and the winners are:  bushes for the butter lies; sun lowers to smile at you; mini pumpkins; and all the ixings for a salad (lettuce, spin-
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ach, tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers). We have invited the families to stop by and tend to the garden as needed and also provided decorative elements (painted rocks). The Trex plastic bag recycling program has also played a big part in the life of preschool this year. Thanks to the church members and preschool families who participated—we collected 500 pounds of plastic bags in six months to receive a bench.  The bench will be put out in the community garden or playground for all to enjoy once we work out details with the city.  Currently, we have collected 132 pounds towards our 2nd bench. There are many different types of plastic bags and ilm that can be recycled: shopping bags, vegetable bags, dry cleaning bags, shipping bags, newspaper bags, and plastic ilm wraps from paper towels and toilet paper.  You can drop them off at my front porch (which the preschool parents have been do-ing) or I will be glad to pick them up from you. Also, when you are out driving or walking around stop by the community garden and visit our plot (Plot #1) and enjoy a tomato or two if you would like. The staff and I are so very grateful to Mahla Swinford and The Foundation for their generous donation to support the preschool during this dif icult time period so that we may continue with education and play for our pre-cious children. 
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Have you been in touch?  Cards, notes and letters are encouraging . Are you able to visit by telephone?  What a difference 15 minutes would make by calling to check in on your brother or sister in Christ! Are you able to deliver a special meal or treat?  Do you cook or bake?  If you know that any of our HomeBound Members are able to have a treat, or receive a special meal—what a blessing you could be! 

First Church’s HomeBound Members 
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June  Birthdays 

Jonathan Smith  6/7  Linda Dellinger   6/20 
Ronald Tankersley  6/9  Nancy Yarborough   6/20 
Elizabeth A. Lutz  6/11  Lillian Harwood   6/24 
Anna Gibson   6/13  Kathy Nutter    6/26 
Nancy Vincent  6/15  Bob Sanchez    6/27 
Mike Seay   6/15  Joyce Harrell    6/28 
Megan Michener  6/16  Jeanette Leslie   6/30 
David Crumpler  6/20 
 

June Anniversaries 

Norman Shields  6/7  Madonna Brink   6/19 
Anna Gibson   6/9  Clarence & Polly Clodfelter  6/24 
Tony Auby   6/9  Bob & Terry Sanchez   6/27 
Jim & Cindy Bush  6/12  Pat Robinson    6/28 
Joy Gosselin   6/14  John & Anita Crumpler  6/29 
Mary Lou Carter  6/18 
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First United Methodist Church 
Our Friends 
 

We’ve had several deaths in our congregation between March and today … please 
join together in remembrance of our brother and sisters in Christ. 

John Becker, 1913‐2020   “Gerry” Bowden, 1930‐2020 

 

 

 

 

 

Thelma Hill, 1919‐2020   Frances Hooker, 1924‐2020 

 

 

 

 

Erleen Wheeling, 1920‐2020 
 

he will wipe every tear from their eyes.  Death 
will be no more; mourning and crying and 
pain will be no more, for the first things have 
passed away. 

~ Revelation 21:4 
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Scout Correll, May 2, 2020 

Parents:  Kaylee and Andrew Correll 

 

 

 

 

Mabel Bernadette Gibbings, May 14, 2020 

Parents:  Emma & Jonathan Gibbings 

very happy Opa & Oma:  Doug & Elizabeth Lutz 

BIRTHS 



19 

First Church is in the process of making decisions about how much of the food pantry items to distribute, and to whom.  Because worship services are currently not meeting, the question of food replenishment has arisen.  If you are able, and would like to make donations to the food pantry during this time, please: 1. Contact the Church Of ice prior to coming to the church at (757) 595-0383, and make an appointment.  Someone will meet you at the REAR door of the building to accept your contribution. 2. Any of the following food items would be most helpful: 
	 Jelly,	Mashed	Potatoes,	Soup,	Crackers,	Ravioli,	Cereal	

	 Oatmeal,	Black-eyed	peas,	Mixed	vegetables,	Hearty	Soups	

	 Canned	meats	like	SPAM,	tuna,	chicken,	and	Vienna	sausages.	

	 Ramen/oodles	of	noodles	Thank you in advance for your loving support of your community! 

Please	do	not	come	to	the	church	without	an	appointment 
FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS 
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Donations received for FUMC given to the Glory of God! Bereavement Fund: - In Honor of John & Judy Talbert from Glenn and Betty Miller General Fund: - In Memory of Frances Hooker from Circle 4 - In Memory of Thelma Hill from Circle 4 Memorial Fund: - In Memory of David Ezzell from Howard B. and Claudia S. Waters - In Memory and Honor of Frances Hooker from Janet W. Kessler - In Memory of Toni Wainwright from Maureen O. Viall - In Memory of Frances Hooker from Pat Bausman 
United Methodist Women June Tower Report 

Dear Ladies~  It’s been my pleasure to keep in touch with you during our time of 
separation.  I’m hoping that you have all taken time to contact a friend or neighbor 
and check on them, and their health/well‐being. 

Unfortunately during this time, four of our dedicated ladies have passed away.  
Erleen Wheeling (Circle 2); Frances Hooker and Thelma Hill (Circle 4); and “Gerry” 
Bowden (Circle 6).  They have touched our lives and left legacies for us to cherish 
and carry on.  We will miss them deeply. 

Hopefully we may gather together before long; we are looking forward to hearing 
Thom Robertson play the organ in person!  “Bless be the tie that binds our hearts in 
Christian love.” 

Jane Waters, President 
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The Rev. Elizabeth A. Lutz, Pastor 
Kim Webster, Pre-School Director 

Joan Bonnett, Business Administrator  
Thom Robertson, Director of Music Ministries 

Debbie Wolff, Administrative Assistant 
Kaylee Correll, Nursery Director 

Rick Clifton, Custodian 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Church Office:  757/595‐0383 


