
  

The	Church	Tower	
First	United	Methodist	Church	

June	2021	
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2 

A	Note	from	the	Pastor	…	           Beloved, If there is one thing you know to be true about me, it is that I cannot carry a tune in a bucket, but I can play the radio!  However, there are times that a song comes into my head and will not leave. We	Are	One	in	the	Spirit has been and continues to rattle around.  Perhaps it is the chorus, “And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love, yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.” Two passages of Scripture are also rattling around with this song, both from the Gospel of Matthew: He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’  This is the greatest and irst commandment.  And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  Chapter 22, vers-es 37-39 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
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name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” Chapter 28, verses 18-20. As we ponder and pray about the best way to live into these Words of Jesus, it is time to seriously ask ourselves, who is God calling us to be?  How are we to love one another?  How are we to love our neighbor, and our enemy?  How will we go out into the world?  When thinking of your answers, you may remember that the United Methodist Church’s mission is “To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” As a church, we are just beginning to ind safe ways to re-open during a pandemic.   We want people to come back home, but we also want to ind a new way to reach those outside the church walls.  To this end, over the summer months we will be meeting as a family to discuss our hopes, dreams, and fears, to speak honestly about how we are to be the body of Christ in this time and place in history. Our irst “family” meeting will be on Sunday, June 27th, following morning wor-ship; the second will be Thursday, July 29th at 7 pm; and the third will be in Au-gust, date & time still to be determined. There are several very odd jokes about change and how no one wants to change, but they want things / situations / circumstances to change.  Change is inevitable, if you doubt that, think back over the last 15 months.  Think about how you have learned to use new technology to stay connected to family and friends and church.  Think about what will happen if we do nothing except what doing what we have always done.  Somehow, staying the same does not feel like love.  Join me as we sing together, and pray for our community - and about what God’s dream for us may be. Grace, Peace & Love!    Pastor Elisabeth 
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Taylor Lee Moore will be graduating from George Mason University with a Masters in Education and a specialization in Elementary Education PK-6; William Moore will be graduating from Randolph Macon College with Bachelor of Science in Biology with minors in Political Science and Religious Studies; Mary Ann Elder graduated from Duke Divinity School. Congratulations to all of our graduates for their dedication and effort! 

Congratulations Graduates! 
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Join us for a study of the book of Matthew starting Wednesday evening, June 23rd at 6:00 p.m. via Zoom.  Please contact Pastor Elizabeth if you would like to attend.  Thank you! 
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In-Person	Worship	and	Sunday	School	As we continue to worship each Sunday, many of our restrictions have been removed by the Bishop’s of ice in accordance with Governor Northam’s re-cent executive order. This is what to expect: 
 You will not need to pre-register for services; 
 Masks will not be necessary for fully-vaccinated individuals.  This said, some people cannot receive the vaccine and some may choose to remain masked at this time ~ whether or not you wear a mask is a personal de-cision that will be honored and respected by others; 
 We will remain sitting socially distanced; 
 Singing will be permitted; 
 Hymnals and Bibles will be in the pews, we ask that once you touch a book that you do not share it; 
 Holy Communion will continue as it has the previous two months; 
 Worship service(s) will continue to be recorded and posted on our web-site and social media sites. 

Sunday	School	classes	are	expected	to	resume	on	

Sunday,	June	6th	

 Each classroom will have pre-set seating at 6 foot distances, please do not re-arrange the chairs.  All questions should be directed to Pastor Elisabeth.  Thank you! 
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May 26, 2021 

Beloved, 

Over the course of the last 15 months, we have experienced many 
changes and we should expect more to come. Two changes in particular 
have been discussed recently with the Healthy Church Team and Church 
Council: morning Worship and Sunday school classes.  These discussions 
stem from Governor Northam’s recent Executive Orders, #72 and #79, 
and from messages sent by the Bishop’s office. 

The guidance from the Bishop’s office gives congregations the ability to 
make the best decisions for themselves beginning May 28th in accord‐
ance with the Governor’s orders, the CDC recommendations, and of 
course, after much prayer. Plans for resuming activities must be submit‐
ted to the District Superintendent for review two weeks prior to imple‐
mentation. Currently, we are addressing only Sunday school and Wor‐
ship. No discussions or decisions have been made about opening the 
building for other activities, meetings, or fellowship. 

For the last several months we have required a pre‐registration and 
health acknowledgement form for Worship attendance; this will cease 
on May 28th. As many of us have been fully vaccinated, the requirement 
for health screening is no longer necessary.  However, should you be‐
come ill, please stay home. If you develop COVID symptoms, please stay 
home. If you test positive for COVID, please stay home, and notify me. 
There will be several ‘health acknowledgement’ posters placed around 
the building for guests to read when they enter. Please look at one the 
next time you are here.  Masks will become optional as of Sunday, May 
30th for those who are fully vaccinated. This is a truly personal decision 
and one you must make for yourself based on your level of comfort in 
worshiping without a mask. I expect there will be some who continue to 
wear their masks. 

(Continued on Page 9) 
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The next Book Study will begin Tuesday, June 8th, 7pm via zoom.  Please contact Pastor Elizabeth if you would like to join. 
Learning	to	Pray	“A smart, wise, often side-splittingly funny master class in seeking God. Any spiritual seeker—from atheist to pro-fessional religious—will cherish this bravura tome from one of our great spiritual guides, in the lineage of C. S. Lewis, Henri Nouwen, Thomas Merton, Gandhi, and Mother Teresa. Hallelujah & amen!”—Mary Karr, author of Lit and The Liar’s Club In The Jesuit Guide to (Almost) Every-thing, Father James Martin included a chapter on communicating with God. Now, he expands those thoughts in this profound and practical handbook.  

Learning	to	Pray explains what prayer is, what to expect from praying, how to do it, and how it can transform us when we make it a regular practice in our lives. A trusted guide walking beside us as we navigate our unique spiritual paths, Martin lays out the different styles and traditions of prayer throughout Christian history and invites us to experiment and discover which works best to feed our soul and build intimacy with our Creator. Father Martin makes clear there is not one secret formula for praying. But like any relationship, each person can discover the best style for building an intimate rela-tionship with God, regardless of religion or denomination. Prayer, he teaches us, is open and accessible to anyone willing to open their heart. 



9 

(Continued from Page 7) 

 

Each person’s decision will be honored and respected by the congrega‐
tion.  Social distancing will continue as we enter and exit and are seated 
within the sanctuary. 

There will be singing! Hymnals and Bibles must be returned to the pews 
at the end of the service. We ask that once you touch a book that you 
do not share it and return it to its holder at the end of worship. We will 
continue celebrating at the Lord’s Table just as we have done the previ‐
ous two months. Service(s) will continue to be recorded and posted to 
the church website and social media sites. 

We expect our Sunday school classes to resume Sunday, June 6th. 
Masks will be optional, but social distance requirements remain. Each 
room will be set up accordingly. If a class is too large to accommodate 
their usual room, we will find another space. At this time, Sunday school 
classes will meet at 9:00 AM; if this time changes, announcements will 
be made. 

If you would like to read more about the changes in the Conference’s 
guidance, you may find it on their website: vaumc.org 

Governor Northam’s Executive orders may be found here: 

https://www.governor.virginia.gov 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me. 
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June Birthdays 

6/2 Gene Garriss  6/2 Norman Monk  6/3 Ken Coleman 
6/4 Kerry Edwards  6/7 Jonathan Smith  6/9 Charles Payne 
6/9 Ronald Tankersley 6/11 Elizabeth Lutz  6/13 Anna Gibson 
6/15 Nancy Vincent  6/16 Megan Michener 6/20 David Crumpler 
6/20 Linda Dellinger  6/20 Nancy Yarborough 6/24 Lillian Harwood 
6/27 Bob Sanchez  6/28 Joyce Harrell  6/30 Jeanette Leslie 

June Anniversaries 

6/12 Catherine and Sewell Brewer 
6/12 Jim and Cindy Bush 
6/22 Mary and Jimmy Livengood 
6/29 John and Anita Crumpler 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
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Donations to First United Methodist Church 

Thank you all for your patience through several months of 
staffing and software changes. 

The following donations were made to the Glory of God 

between January 2021 and the present: 

 

In memory of Joan Bonnett from: 

Mary Garrett 

In memory of Clarence Clodfelter from: 

Ettalea Kanter; Jane Waters; and William P. Youngblood 

In memory of Katie Harper from: 

Mrs. Virginia Galdos; Diane and Ron Perry; Mr. and Mrs. Carter Barrett; 
and Jane Waters 

In memory of Bettie Jones from: 

Diane L. Church; D. Dean Blair; Peter Kattmann; Dr. Angela Herring; Ma-
rie P. Huggins; Susan Jobe; Linden Gruver; The Parkers; The Walters; Audre 
Pile; Anonymous; Mary Garrett 

In memory of the Dick and Melissa Kintigh from: 

Mary Garrett 

And the Abbitt Family Foundation for their donation to the FUMC General 
Fund. 
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United	Methodist	Women’s	Tower	Report	~	June	2021	

The Living	Into	Our	Purpose	Form (LIOP) is to be submitted to the District by Au-gust 31, 2021.  The President ills this out each year reporting on the Financial, Spiritual, Social Action, and Mission Outreaches, that her unit has achieved from September of the previous year through August of the current year.  The objectives have been reworked by the Conference to re lect the Pandemic times which we are presently living in.  For example, each Circle needs to communicate with their Mis-sionary, either by letter, e-mail or a card.  If some of you have not done this, it would be greatly appreciated if you would do so as soon as possible. Also, stamps were recently requested for the Kingsway Prison and Family Outreach in Harrisonburg, VA.  I am so very pleased that you have ALL responded and we have 12 books, 240 stamps,  to send this outreach.  The prison has 1,500 inmates and they send about 20 birthday or holiday cards per week. Your stamps have been mailed and will gratefully be received and put to good use!  Thank you so very much for your generosity. Kingsway has no paid staff.  The prison is under the di-rection of Shelton and Louise Jennings.  They have seven women that work on a regular basis and 22 volunteers. Their goal is to reach out with love to those im-pacted by the Criminal Justice System. The Conference has offered several ways to educate ourselves virtually.  I hope some more of you will join us in taking advantage of these Zoom Meetings ~ a great opportunity to learn about so many issues.  On May 1st, Nancy Yarborough and I attended a virtual Social Action event.  The speaker, Rev. Jamar Boyd, II, Justice Re-form Organizer of the Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy, joined us to dis-cuss one of the UMWomen major focus campaigns:  The	School-to-Prison	Pipeline.  This term refers to the policies and practices that directly and indirectly push stu-dents out of school and on a pathway to prison. Very interesting! Very disturbing! Cathy Nicholson, Nancy Yarborough and I attended the Spiritual Life Retreat pre-sented virtually last Saturday, May 15th.  The theme of our speaker, Rev. Ileano Ro-sario, Pastor of Lower United Methodist Church was divided into four sessions: 
 Receiving Peace in My Heart 
 Sharing Peace within the United Methodist Church 
 Upholding Peace Despite Division 
 Spreading Peace Throughout the World 
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These topics opened our minds and  hearts and lead to comments from many.  We enjoyed beautiful selections of piano music between our sessions.  I am certain that Cathy and Nancy will agree with me that this inspiring event was a Saturday morn-ing well-spent. Two more events I need to mention to all of you dear ladies: June 12th you will have a chance to see and hear about Wesley Community Service Center.  Renyatta Banks, Director,  will be presenting a Conference Virtual Gather-ing.  As you know, WCSC is located in Portsmouth and is one of about 90 national mission institutions which our mission giving helps support. They are in need of clothing for their Clothes Closet, especially clothes for large men.  Please bring the clothes to the church or call Nancy Yarborough if you have some. Registration and more information is forthcoming. And this summer we will have a Mission Encounter.  If any of you ever attended the ones we use to have at Blackstone this one is taking its place virtually!  Class cost is    $10.00 and instructions will come with the registration form on line.  There will be inspiring courses to choose from, time for worship, healing and communion will bring us together as a conference dedicated to serving Christ.  There will be six ses-sions: 
 July 1, 7:00-8:00 
 July 8, 7:00-9:00 
 July 15, 7:00-9:00 
 July 22, 7:00-9:00 
 July 29, 7:00-9:00 
 August 5, 7:00-8:00 Finally, the Green Team is pleased to announce the addition of another member ~ Phil Rehrig. Our team now consists of Pastor Elizabeth Lutz, Phil Rehrig, Shelby Knoble, Lona Howser, Martha and Jerry Dodson, Jane and Bill Waters.  Hope you are enjoying the “Tips for Being Green” in your Sunday Bulletins. I realize there is much to read and absorb in this month’s UMWomen Tower Re-port.  I do hope you will read it with interest and the possibility of attending some of the functions.  Perhaps we will be able to meet together before long. May the Lord Bless and Keep You ‘Til We Meet Again Jane Waters, President 



15 



16 



17 

Have you been in touch?  Cards, notes and letters are encouraging . Are you able to visit by telephone?  What a difference 15 minutes would make by calling to check in on your brother or sister in Christ! Are you able to deliver a special meal or treat?  Do you cook or bake?  If you know that any of our HomeBound Members are able to have a treat, or receive a special meal—what a blessing you could be! 

First Church’s HomeBound Members 
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The Rev. Elizabeth A. Lutz, Pastor 
Kim Webster, Pre-School Director 

Kevin Wilson, Business Administrator  
Thom Robertson, Director of Music Ministries 

Debbie Wolff, Administrative Assistant 
Kaylee Correll, Nursery Director 

Rick Clifton, Custodian 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Office:  (757) 595‐0383 
10246 Warwick Boulevard, Newport News, Virginia  23601 

Website:  www.firstumcnewportnews.com 

Pastor Elizabeth:  pastor@firstumcnewportnews.com 
Pastor’s phone:  (cell) 757/335‐2649  (home) 757/595‐5630 

 


